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Descriptive Summary 
 Creator: Moussier Family 
 Title: Moussier Family Papers 
 Dates: 1872-1931 
 
Creator 
Abstract: 
Tennessee native, lawyer, and former Alabama legislator De La F. 
Roysdon (1800-1852) arrived in Texas from Mississippi in 1831 May. 
He was one of Stephen F. Austin’s colonists and served as Alcalde. His 
daughter Marie Adele Roysdon (1837-1909) married Louis E. 
Moussier; their descendants lived in various Texas communities, 
including El Paso and San Antonio. 
 
Content 
Abstract: 
The Moussier Family Papers contain letters, legal documents, printed 
material, photographs, and scrapbooks. Most of the letters are personal 
items addressed to Marie Moussier. The scrapbooks contain clippings, 
mementoes, genealogical notes, and photographs and were apparently 
maintained by Marie Moussier and her daughter Adele Moussier 
O'Keeffe. 
 Identification: Col 902 
 Extent: 0.2 linear feet (1 box) 
 Language: Materials are in English. 
 Repository: DRT Collection at Texas A&M University-San Antonio 
 
Biographical Note 
Tennessee native, lawyer, and former Alabama legislator De La F. Roysdon (1800-1852) 
arrived in Texas from Mississippi in 1831 May with his wife Nancy Adeline. He was one 
of Stephen F. Austin’s colonists and served as Alcalde. Roysdon married a second time, to 
Mary Eliza Watson (1818-1897), in Rodney, Mississippi, in 1836 June. Watson was a first 
cousin of Andrew Briscoe, a signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence. De La F. 
Roysdon and his family resided in Galveston, Texas. In 1860, the widowed Mary Eliza 
Roysdon was living in Shreveport, Louisiana, with her six children: Mary Adele, Ruth, 
Alfred, Edward, Ada, and Cecilia. She died in San Antonio, Texas, on 1897 February 23. 
Daughter Marie Adele Roysdon was born in Natchitoches, Louisiana, in 1837 August. She 
married Louis E. Moussier (1835-1887) in New Orleans in 1867 December and had at least 
three children: Mary Adele, Louis, and Alfred. Marie Moussier died in San Antonio on 
1909 February 3. 
Louis and Marie Moussier’s daughter Marie Adele was born in Missouri in 1872. She 
married New York native Thomas O’Keeffe (circa 1867-1943) in El Paso, Texas, on 1900 
May 8; the couple had five children: daughters Theresa Peter and Tama and sons Thomas 
Jr., O’Donnell, and McMurraugh. Marie Moussier O’Keeffe died in Austin, Texas, on 
1937 June 23. 
Louis and Marie Moussier’s son Louis was born in Texas in 1870 November. He married 
Estella (or Estelda) de la Zerda in Floresville, Texas, on 1895 April 25. Their oldest 
daughter Marie Adele Moussier was born in 1898 August. On 1917 August 4, she married 
Alvin L. Becker, who, with his brother Eugene, co-founded the Handy Andy grocery store 
chain. Alvin and Marie’s son Charles Lee Becker ran Handy Andy for many years and was 
also a local politician, serving on the San Antonio City Council (1971-1973) and as Mayor 
of San Antonio (1973-1975). He was responsible for breaking the Good Government 
League’s power in city politics and opening city meetings to the public. Marie A. Becker 
died in San Antonio on 1972 February 23. 
Adele Moussier Becker and Theresa Peter O’Keeffe Midkiff were members of the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas. 
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Scope and Content Note 
The Moussier Family Papers contain letters, legal documents, printed material, 
photographs, and scrapbooks. Most of the letters are personal items addressed to Marie 
Moussier. The scrapbooks contain clippings, mementoes, genealogical notes, and 
photographs and were apparently maintained by Marie Moussier and her daughter Adele 
Moussier O'Keeffe. 
 Restrictions 
Access Restrictions 
No restrictions. The collection is open for research. 
Usage Restrictions 
Please be advised that the library does not hold the copyright to most of the material in 
its archival collections. It is the responsibility of the researcher to secure those rights 
when needed. Permission to reproduce does not constitute permission to publish. The 
researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming to the laws of copyright, literary 
property rights, and libel. 
 
   
Index Terms 
  
 Personal Names 
  Moussier family.  
  Moussier, Marie Adele, 1837-1909.  
  O'Keeffe, Adele Moussier, 1872-1937.  
 Genres/Formats 
  Family papers.  
  Clippings.  
  Correspondence.  
  Legal documents.  
  Photographs.  
  Printed ephemera.  
  Scrapbooks.  
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Detailed Description of the Collection 
              
Moussier Family Papers, 1872-1931 
 
Box 
 
Folder             
1   Correspondence, 1897-1931 
 1   Alice Kirkpatrick, Auckland, New Zealand, to Marie Moussier, Floresville, Texas, 1897 July 7.  
 2   Alice Kirkpatrick, Auckland, New Zealand, to Marie Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1897 September 26.  
 3   J. H. Kirkpatrick, Auckland, New Zealand, to Marie Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1897 November 21.  
 4   John and Alice Kirkpatrick, Auckland, New Zealand, to Marie Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1897 December 24.  
 5   Alice Kirkpatrick, Auckland, New Zealand, to Adele Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1898 January 21.  
 6   John Kirkpatrick to Marie Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1898 July 7. 
 7   J. H. Kirkpatrick, Glasgow, Scotland, to Marie Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1898 August 12.  
 8   Alice Kirkpatrick to Marie Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1899 January 22. 
 9   John and Alice Kirkpatrick, Jerusalem, Israel, to Marie Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1899 March 1.  
 10   J. H. Kirkpatrick to Marie Moussier, Floresville, Texas, 1899 March 29. 
 11   John Kirkpatrick, Rome, Italy, to Marie Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1899 May 2. 
 12   J. H. Kirkpatrick to Marie Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1899 June 2. 
 13   John Kirkpatrick to Marie Moussier, 1899 July 24. 
 14   E. J. Martin, San Antonio, Texas, to Allen Irvin, San Antonio, Texas, 1899 September 16.  
 15   Alice Kirkpatrick, San Antonio, Texas, to Marie Moussier, San Antonio, Texas, 1901 January 23.  
 16   Adele B. Looscan, Houston, Texas, to Mrs. J. O’Keeffe, El Paso, Texas, 1931 February 1.  
 17   Adele B. Looscan, Houston, Texas, to Mrs. O’Keeffe, 1931 March 4. 
 18   Adele B. Looscan, Houston, Texas, to Adele M. O’Keeffe, El Paso, Texas, 1931 April 11.  
   Legal documents, 1898 
 19   Power of attorney: Ruth Pulliam to Marie A. Moussier, 1898 June 4. 
 20   Affidavit: Lucia Aichelman, on heirs of Alfred W. Roysdon and Mary Eliza Roysdon, 1898 June.  
 21   Affidavit: Alice Wooten, on heirs of Alfred W. Roysdon and Mary Eliza Roysdon, 1898. 
   Printed material, 1900-1905, undated 
 22   Mary J. Briscoe memorial volume, incomplete.  
 23   Childhood’s Joys. New York: McLoughlin Bros., undated. 
 24   Apostleship of Prayer, League Leaflet, 1905 August. 
 25   Christmas cards, undated. 
 26   Clippings: Theresa Peter O’Keeffe, 1902. 
 27   Clippings: John W. Smith, 1903. 
 28   Clippings: George Washington, 1900. 
 29   Clippings: poetry.  
 30  Photographs  
    Andrew Briscoe.  
    Mary J. Briscoe.  
   Scrapbooks, 1872-1917 
 31   Marie Roysdon Moussier/Adele Moussier O’Keeffe, 1872-1917. 
 32   Adele Moussier O’Keeffe, 1907. 
   Miscellaneous  
 33   Genealogical notes.  
 34   Embroidery pattern?  
 
